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TONKIN HIGHWAY, PUBLIC ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
Grievance 

MR WHITELY (Roleystone) [9.27 am]:  My grievance is directed to the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure and relates to the document, “Tonkin Highway Extension: Public Environmental Review”, which 
has been prepared by Main Roads Western Australia.  I applaud the commitment of the Government to get the 
Tonkin Highway to Armadale Road by 2004 and to Mundijong in the life of the second term of the Gallop 
Government.  The problem is that the public environmental review document identifies the proposed Tonkin 
Highway route as joining the South Western Highway south of Mundijong at the junction of Jarrahdale Road and 
the South Western Highway.  This is consistent with the Court Government’s proposal to turn Jarrahdale Road 
into a four-lane truck highway; namely the southern link road.  As the minister will know, and as she supported 
consistently, this is not consistent with our commitment.  The commitment is that a Labor Government will -  

not allow the construction of the Southern Link Road along any part of Jarrahdale Road between the 
South West Highway and Blue Rock (approximately six kilometres east of Jarrahdale)  

. . . examine strategies to encourage more of the freight tasks from road to rail to reduce the amount of 
heavy haulage on the roads  

If the use of rail cannot eliminate the need for a Linkroad, review all other route options (including the 
ALCOA Haul Road Routes) to establish the best route judged by safety, length, environmental, social, 
economic and cost considerations.   

I realise that we are yet to determine the final recommended SLR route.  I presume that in the absence of a 
preferred route, Main Roads has simply used the route proposed by the Court Government.  I understand that this 
may be due to the need to finalise the route for the section of the Tonkin Highway to be built to Armadale Road.  
Nonetheless, this has created some concern among the residents of Jarrahdale.  Some of the residents of 
Jarrahdale would appreciate it if they heard confirmation that the Jarrahdale Road route is totally unacceptable.   

Having said that, the residents of Jarrahdale are very grateful to the minister for removing B-double heavy 
haulage vehicles from Jarrahdale Road from April 2001, some nine months ahead of the promised date of 
January 2002.  The minister’s intervention in getting truck operators to agree on a level playing field, and 
making some of them forfeit their right to use Jarrahdale Road nine months early, was brilliant, and I 
congratulate her for it.  It has created enormous goodwill towards the minister and the Government, and it has 
returned to the people of Jarrahdale their quiet, safe country lane.  This action stands in stark contrast to the 
deceit of the Court Government, which made two promises to the people of Jarrahdale, and broke both of them.  
The first promise, made by the previous Minister for Transport, was that B-double permits would not be issued 
for Jarrahdale Road.  He then issued 83 permits.  The second broken promise, which is very relevant to the 
decision on the route of a future southern link road, was made by the former Minister for Resources 
Development, now the Leader of the Opposition, in a letter to Harry Mason, a Jarrahdale resident well known to 
the minister and me.  The letter reads, in part - 

I am pleased to inform you that Alcoa has advised the MMPLG it will not commence rehabilitation of 
the haul roads in question prior to the completion of Main Roads’ investigation, and a final selection of 
the Southern Link Road route has been made.  

As the minister knows, the Alcoa haul roads, just north of Jarrahdale, provide an option for the southern link 
road route which deserves exploration.  Unfortunately, because of the incompetence of the previous 
Government, those haul roads have been revegetated ahead of time.  This involves significant cost to Alcoa and, 
if they need to be de-vegetated and incorporated into a southern link road in the future, that will involve 
significant cost to this Government.  The decision of the previous Government was absolute stupidity.  The 
broken promises of the Court Government have destroyed the faith of the residents of Jarrahdale in their elected 
representatives, but the action of the minister in delivering the B-double promise nine months ahead of time is 
restoring that faith.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  I ask members in the Chamber to respect the call that the member for Roleystone has 
and keep the conversation level to a minimum or please leave the Chamber.  The member for Roleystone has the 
floor.  

Mr WHITELY:  Can the minister re-state the commitment of the Government that Jarrahdale Road west of Blue 
Rock will not be used in any future southern link road, and provide a broad outline of how the road route will be 
determined?  This will reassure the people of Jarrahdale.  
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MS MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.33 am]:  I thank the member for 
Roleystone for this grievance.  He is really impressing people in his electorate with his very active advocacy on 
their behalf.  Many of them are surprised at how diligent, hardworking and capable this member is.  This comes 
after a period in which their representation has been somewhat less than active.  

Mr Day:  The member for Roleystone probably visits that part of the metropolitan area more often than the 
minister.  

Ms MacTIERNAN:  We both are constantly in our electorates, and our respective votes at the last election 
demonstrate that we have the support of the people in our electorate.  

Mr Day:  The minister had one of the lowest swings of any member.  

Ms MacTIERNAN:  Not at all.   

The Labor Government will be honouring its commitment not to allow the amenity of the Jarrahdale to be 
undermined by the construction of the southern link road, through Jarrahdale Road between South West 
Highway and Blue Rock.  The Government believes that there may be an arguable case for the construction of a 
southern link road, but it does not believe that it is in any way acceptable to destroy the historic Jarrahdale 
township to do this.  I make that commitment very clear to the member for Roleystone. 

I understand the concern that may have arisen out of the advertisement of the public environmental review.  That 
advertisement shows Tonkin Highway ending at Mundijong, roughly on an alignment that would suggest the 
southern link road would proceed down Jarrahdale Road.  That environmental review process was started last 
year.  So it was during the period of the previous Government, that Main Roads went to the Environmental 
Protection Authority to determine the level of assessment necessary for this project.  As we know, the previous 
Government had an almost unshakeable view that it was acceptable to take this southern link road through the 
Jarrahdale community.  Main Roads effectively proceeded with the advertisement in the format of its original 
submission.  I have made it clear to Main Roads that the Government will not be using that alignment for the 
southern link road, and that it will be undertaking a comprehensive review of the preferred alignments.  I have 
instructed Main Roads to proceed with a construction package for Tonkin Highway that goes from Albany 
Highway to Thomas Road, so that that part of the project can be under way while the Government tries to 
determine the final route for the southern link road, and the earlier stages of theTonkin Highway project will not 
be held up.  I would have preferred that, when Main Roads produced the PER advertisement, it dealt with only 
that portion between Albany Highway and Thomas Road.  However, because the process was commenced in 
December last year, I presume Main Roads continued with the alignment originally presented to the 
Environmental Protection Authority. 

I will quickly outline the process for the review of the southern link road.  The Government wants to obtain a 
clearer view of the overall context of metropolitan freight, and, as the member for Roleystone will know, a very 
comprehensive metropolitan freight review is currently under way.  That will culminate in a freight review 
congress in late October, involving participation from the community, industry and the regulators.  This congress 
will establish a holistic approach to moving freight around the metropolitan area and will set the broad 
framework for the road and rail linkages that need to be completed.  The Government will then sit down and 
work out where the southern link road will fit within that broader metropolitan freight network.  It is anticipated 
that that process will be under way in the first half of next year.  It is important that the PER be proceeded with 
now because the Government wishes to get the contracts for the portion between Albany Highway and Thomas 
Road signed sometime next year. 

I note that the member for Roleystone has raised the issue of the revegetation of the Alcoa haul routes, and I 
understand the disappointment of that community.  Those roads seemed to present some ready-made alternative 
routes across the Darling Scarp for heavy haulage and, as the member said, clear undertakings were given by the 
former Minister for Resources Development that arrangements had been made with Alcoa that rehabilitation of 
those roads would not take place until Main Roads had determined the final route of the southern link road.  One 
can only presume that the community was never told that the previous Government had determined what the 
route was to be, and the revegetation was allowed to proceed.  I understand that Alcoa had an obligation to 
complete that by April 2001.  It was a judgment by the previous Government that it should be allowed to go 
ahead and do that.  It does present some problems for the Government, but they can be overcome. 
 


